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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois wish to congratul ate Jess MDonal d on
the occasion of his retirenent as the Director of Children

and Fam |y Services after 9 years of service; and

VWHEREAS, M. MDonal d was appointed Director of Children
and Fam |y Services by Governor CGeorge Ryan and has served
continuously since June 2, 1994; as Director, M. MDonald
was responsible for overseeing the activities of a $1.3
billion cabinet Ilevel <child welfare agency serving 32,000

chil dren; and

WHEREAS, M. MDonal d has served as a DCFS caseworker
| egi sl ative anal yst for the Appropriations and Human
Resources Comnmttee of the Illinois House of Representatives,
Executive Deputy Director of DCFS, chief of the Health and
Social Services Division in the Illinois Bureau of the
Budget, and the Governor's Assistant for Human Services; he
served as Executive Director for the Illinois Association of
Community Mental Health Agencies from January 1991 to March
1992; in March of 1992, Governor Edgar named M. MDonal d the
Director of Mental Health and Devel opnental Disabilities to
spearhead major reforns at that agency, and he held that

position until he becane Director of DCFS; and

VWHEREAS, Under Director MDonald' s |eadership, the
I[1linois DCFS received several accolades including t he
Adoption 2002 Excellence Award in Increased Adoptions by the
U S. Departnent of Health and Human Services for 1998 and
1999; accredited agency st at us from the Council on
Accreditation for Children and Fam |y Services in 2000; the
| nnovations in Anerican Governnent Award for perfornance
contracting in child welfare, sponsored by Harvard University

and the Ford Foundation; and it was naned State Agency of the
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Year by the National Foster Parent Association in 1998; and

VWHEREAS, M. MDonald holds a bachelor's degree from
I11inois State University, a master's degree from the
Uni versity of Chi cago School of Soci al Service
Adm ni stration, and he participated in Harvard University's
John F. Kennedy School of Governnment Program for Senior

Executives in State and Local Government; and

VWHEREAS, M. MDonald is a nenber of several professional
or gani zati ons including the Executive Conmmttee of the
Nat i onal Association of Public Child Welfare Adm nistrators,
chair of the Child and Famly Services Conmttee of the
Aneri can Public Human Services Association, and the Board of
the Council on Social W rk Education; he had previously
served as the co-chair of the American Public Human Services
Association Child Wl fare Financing Wrkgroup and served on
the U S. Departnent of Health and Human Services National

Consul tati on Workgroup on Child Wl fare Qutcone Measures; and

WHEREAS, M. MDonald valiantly served his country in the
US Any from 1964 until 1966 with a tour in Vietnamfrom
1965 to 1966; and

VWHEREAS, M. MDonald is the recipient of nunerous

i ndi vi dual awards including the Ctizen of the Year Award

from the National Association of Social Wrkers Illinois
Chapter Southern Illinois District in 2002; the University of
Chi cago Professional Achievenent Citation in 1999; t he

Service and Recognition Award for CQutstanding Service to

Foster Parents in Illinois fromthe National Foster Parent
Associ ati on, Inc. in 1998; the Social Wrker of the Year
Award fromthe Springfield Illinois Chapter of the National

Associ ati on of Social Wrkers in 1998; the Motorola Award for
Excellence in Public Services in 1997; and the Award of

Excellence in Public Child Wel fare Adm nistration from the
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Nati onal Association of Public Child Wel fare Adm ni strators

in 1996; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we comrend Director Jess MDonald on his hard work and
dedication to the children of Illinois and congratulate him
on the occasion of his retirement after nine years of service
as the Director of Children and Fam |y Services; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Jess McDonald as a token of our respect and

esteem and with best wi shes for his future endeavors.
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